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It has been a glorious summer 
here at Arnos Vale and the sun 
shining almost continuously has  
encouraged more visitors than 
ever to the cemetery.   

Highlights this summer are 
numerous and for me the pin-
nacle was just after HRH Duke of 
Gloucester’s visit in July. It was 
two weeks later  on 27 July 2014 
when Mary Prior, HM Lord Lieu-
tenant of Bristol was guest of 
honour at our 175th anniversary 
garden party along with over 
200 of our loyal supporters.

The celebrations included the 
unveiling  of a specially commis-
sioned donation box sculpted 
by Tanya Joshum a local artist, 
who is also a great supporter 
and volunteer at Arnos Vale. The 
sculpture embodies the confi-
dence and inspirational achieve-
ments of Victorian Britain.  We 
feel its symbolic of all that has 
been achieved at Arnos Vale 
and provides us with the deter-
mination to continue towards 
making Arnos Vale sustainable, 
viable, and valued by all 

Juliette Randall - Chief Executive

ROYAL REWARD AS WE 
REMEMBER 175 YEARS

175TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION

Staff and volunteers at a sun bathed 
Arnos Vale Cemetery welcomed 
His Royal Highness, The Duke of 
Gloucester this summer, to formally 
open the new woodland activity 
centre and receive the Social 
Enterprise Mark.

His Royal Highness watched excited 
pupils from Hillcrest Primary School 
as they performed some of the many 
woodland program activities that will 

be offered at the Underwood Centre 
before cutting the ribbon to formally 
open the centre. 

Arnos Vale Cemetery Trust chief 
executive, Juliette Randall, explains: 

“The real reward for us was receiving 
the Social Enterprise Mark which 
recognises that the revenue we will 
receive from our enterprise activity, 
will be used for the social good of 
Arnos Vale Cemetery.”

His Royal Highness presented the 
Enterprise Mark in the acoustically 

transformed Spielman Centre located 
in the grounds, along with a plaque to 
commemorate 175 years of the first 
burial at Arnos Vale. 

To learn about Arnos Vale as a social 
enterprise visit arnosvale.org.uk

A working cemetery
Did you know Arnos Vale is still a 
working cemetery?

From funeral and rememberance 
services to burial, cremation plots and 
scatterings, Arnos Vale is a beautifully 
managed place of remembrance for 
your loved ones

For more information contact 
Vanessa :  vanessa.spencer@
arnosvale.org.uk

Welcome

 ROYAL VISIT 1
 LANDSCAPE VOLUNTEERS 2
 ARNOS VALE LOGS 2
 EDUCATION MATTERS 3
 SAVED NOT SAFE 3
 AUTUMN EVENTS 3
 FRIENDS STORIES 4
 CHAIR OF FRIENDS 4
 WE REMEMBER ARTHUR 4

 INFO@ARNOSVALE.ORG.UK

“Arnos Vale Cemetery is 
now recognised as a Social 

Enterprise.”



Volunteers learn 
new skills...

Landscape volunteers 
needed..

In order to manage the 45 
acres of Arnos Vale Cem-
etery we are always on the 
look out for landscape vol-
unteers. 

Along side our normal 
clearing work, Arnos Vale 
Cemetery Trust has taken on 
an interesting and reward-
ing project on behalf of the 
Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission. The task is to 
carry out the maintenance 
of the 229 graves of those 
who served in the First and 
Second World Wars, which 
are dispersed around the 45 
acre site and we need you!

If you are interested in this 
project or general landcape 
volunteering contact Nick 
Bull on 0117 971 9117 EXT 
209 

In June a team of landscape 
volunteers helped profes-
sional dry stone waller, Phil 
Smith, to build a new stone 
wall to define the boundary 
of the Underwood Centre 
at Arnos Vale. Using exist-
ing stone from the site, the 
volunteers quickly got to 
grips with the task and con-
structed the wall in a few 
days, under Phil’s expert su-
pervision. - Gillian Hewitt 

NEWS FROM OUR LANDSCAPE TEAM

How much wood can 
Nick & Adam chuck?

Did you know...
All our venues at Arnos 
Vale are available for 
you to hire including 
our stunning new wood-
land Underwood Centre!

Whether it’s a regular 
club, party or wedding 
Arnos Vale is the perfect 
setting for your event.

As the only woodland 
wedding venue in the 
heart of Bristol set 
amongst 45 acres of natu-
ral woodland, we are con-

tinuing to grow while still 
offering great value.

We also have our amaz-
ing Anglican Chapel and 
Spielman Centre to book 
from just a few hours to 
a whole day event for as 
little as £50!

The money you spend 
on venue hire goes to-
wards meeting the char-
itable aims of the trust.
To book your party, event, 
meeting or wedding 
today contact Sarah at 
sarah.pavey@arnosvale.
org.uk

Dry stone walling

Thanks to a donation of £855 from 
the Friends of Arnos Vale our site 
manager Nick Bull, was able to 
purchase new chainsaw trousers 
and a strimmer which have al-
ready been put to use.

Arnos Vale logs have been prepared 
and bagged and are now on sale in 
the Arnos Vale gift shop at £6 for a 
minimum of 12.5Kg.

Nick points out: “Our logs sold out in 
record time last year as people love 
the thought of using a local product.”

“Everyone comments what great 
burning logs they are but be quick, 
they don’t stay in the shop long.”

The logs are one of a number of lo-
cally crafted items available in our 
West Lodge gift shop, so pop in and 
have a look 

Dogs on leads  A big thank you!

We just wanted to say a big thank you 
to all our dog walkers who have sup-
ported the enforcment of our dogs on 
leads policy.

Arnos Vale Cemetery is a popular dog 
walking route and with 45 acres to 
maintain and clear, your support with 
the policy is helping to keep the path-
ways clean and tidy.

If you want to discuss the dog walk-
ing policy please contact us at info@
arnosvale.org.uk 
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“From a birthday party 
for your children to the 
wedding of the year, all 

our venues are avail-
able to hire” 
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Arnos Vale education has been busy 
over the summer developing new 
workshops for schools to make the 
most out of a visit to Arnos Vale.

Focussing on primary and secondary 
education, the new programme bro-
chure is now available online.

Learning coordinator, Janine Marriott 
said: “Arnos Vale offers so much for 
schools that it has been hard to get it 
all into one brochure.  Concentrating 
on History, Geography and Science, 
our workshops are designed to make 
teachers lives as easy as possible.”

All our school trips are supervised so 
that everything is taken care of on the 
day.  There is also a new option for For-
est School which is something unusual 
for a venue in the heart of Bristol.

Arnos Vale is running a forest activ-
ity day, exclusively for teachers and 
their families in November. To find 
out more contact:

 janine.marriott@arnosvale.org.uk 

Education Matters
Local Children enjoyng Forest 
School activities.

AUTUMN EVENTS SAVED NOT SAFE

After Dark tours 
and events...

Arnos Vale 
needs you...

Our Autumn events programme 
has now been released at Arnos 
Vale Cemetery and amongst our 
busy schedule you can take part in 
some of our after dark activities.

Take a night tour and soak up 
the gothic gloom and ethe-

real beauty of Bristol’s “Necropolis”.  
You’ll travel along paths overhung 
with creeping branches, descend into 
the mortuary crypt and listen out for 
things that go bump in the night!

Book onto one of the last OWL 
PROWL tours at Arnos Vale as 

local expert Ian McGuire, helps you 
scour the skyline, listen for owl calls 
and practice your own “Twit-twooo’s.”

28th November - Back by 
popular demand, the Travelling 

Light Magic Lantern Company use 
original slides and lanterns to tell epic 
stories and songs to the accompani-
ment of pianist Mr. Eric Holdaway

We are saved but not safe and we 
need to significantly increase do-
nations which is why the award of 
the catalyst endowment challenge 
means so much to us.  Every £ we 
raise is matched by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund.  So far we have raised 
£159,000 with donations and firm 
pledges.  Our challenge is to raise a 
further £341,000 by June 2016 to un-
lock the full £1million to keep Arnos 
Vale safe for the future

How can you help us reach that £1 
million? Here are some of the options.

You can donate right now by 
texting AVCT39 £5 or £10 to 
70070 

Buy a raffle ticket in the 2014 
draw available in the shop or 

at one of our events. 

Give online at www.
vmgiving.co.uk/en-
dowmentchallenge

Why not try the 
new donation box 
Soul II unveiled at 

the 175th Anniversary 
Garden Party? 

Events and Fundraising Coordina-
tor Cheryl McArdle looks at the 
work that continues behind the 
scenes at Arnos Vale to ensure the 
future of the cemetery.

Fundraising has always been a big 
part of the life of Arnos Vale Cemetery 
and  other than the initial fight to save 

the site , it has never been 
more important than it is 
today. 

Many of the people who 
use Arnos Vale Cemetery 
don’t realise that  we are a 
charity and that donations 
are vital if we are to keep 
Arnos Vale open and thriv-
ing for the local community  
and people from further afield. 
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“Saved but not safe” 
—Cheryl McArdle
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 Many thanks to everyone who has 
renewed their membership to the 
Friends of Arnos Vale this year and 
“welcome” to our new members.  
If you would like to continue to 
support us, membership forms 
are available at Reception in the 
Cemetery or from the Trust website 
www.arnosvale.org.uk  -just click 
on our logo on the right hand side 
of the front page and scroll down 
to “download a membership form”.

 And finally we would like to re-
member the life of Arthur Usher our 
lifelong friend who was sadly lost to 
us on September 1,  2014.  Arthur 
was one of the prominent figures in 
the fight to save Arnos Vale and his 
words and memories are captured in 
our Audio Posts around Arnos Vale 
as part of our Oral History Project.  
Although Arthur is gone, his tireless 
work will never be forgotten by the 
friends and staff at Arnos Vale

To celebrate the 175th Anniversary 
of the Cemetery, the Friends Work-
ing Group donated £1750.00 to the 
Endowment Fund and a cheque was 
presented to the Trust at the Garden 
Party on 27th July 

Chair of the Friends   - Sue Puddy
 We will be producing Christmas 

Cards again this year and all the 
proceeds will be given to the En-
dowment Fund.  The cards should 
be available from September on-
wards at Doors Open Day, Totter-
down Art Trail and at the Christmas 
Fayre so please help us to raise 
even more than the £1100 we did-
last year. 

FRIENDS OF 
ARNOS VALE

In this Centenary year of the Great 
War, young adults from acta’s Phoenix 
Theatre presented Lost, Not Forgotten 
- Stories from the Great War. 

The production took place at Arnos Vale in 
July and was a tribute to various individuals 
associated with the war and also remembered 
at the cemetery.

A dedicated and enthusiastic group of our 
volunteers undertook most of the original 
research for the project. They gathered to-
gether a significant amount of information 
from a range of sources including newspaper 
articles, military records, transcription records 
and the internet.  Amazing stories emerged 
not just about some of 
the events that took 
place from 1914-18 but 
also about what it was 
actually like for people. 

Volunteers discovered 
some of the personal 
experiences, feelings 
and moods of individu-
als who played their part 
in the different theatres 
of war:  Edward Brenack, 
killed in a Bristol muni-
tions factory in 1918; 

Rosina Manley fell in love with a soldier who 
was killed in action - she never married; Gun-
ner George Middleton, killed in the Zeebrugge 
Raid of 1918. One of the most intriguing sto-
ries was that of Elizabeth Pearce whose epi-
taph The Soldiers’ Friend had often puzzled 
those who stopped by her grave to read it but 
the answer was finally found: Elizabeth Pearce 
raised funds to buy comforts for the troops 
and sent parcels to the boys at the front. 

The project was undoubtedly very rewarding 
for those volunteers who participated. Their 
findings were subsequently used by the the-
atre group to bring characters to life and cre-
ate a unique production set in the beautiful 
surroundings of Arnos Vale Cemetery. 

- Marion Blackburn - Volunteer

Little Freddie
I retired in May 2010 so I thought I 
would try to find Little Freddie’s grave.  

Freddie was my wife’s uncle. He was born in 
1913, the second child of Amelia and Elijah 
Clark who lived in Somerset Road in Knowle.  
He died aged 2 years and 7 months in 1916. My 
father in law, Clifford had told me a little about 
Freddie and how he had died very young of 
pneumonia.  I thought the likelihood of Fred-
die being buried in Arnos Vale Cemetery must 

be very good, so off I went 
to the great resting place 
of Bristol’s History.

I arrived in the East Lodge 
and asked the lady on re-
ception to help.  I gave her 
all the information and 
had a nice surprise: “Yes, 
he is buried here”.  I was 
given his full name, ad-
dress, date of burial, the 
grave number and finally 
a map .

The next day my wife Sue and I set out to find 
the grave GGG174.  When we found the area 
it was a bit of a shock!  We were able to find 
the graves on the map close to Freddie but 
couldn’t find him. It was overgrown with trees 
all around.  We set about cutting back all the 
growth right up to the trees but still no grave.  
We started to remove some of the soil that 
had built up over the years and found what 
turned out to be a surround of a grave.  We 
carried on and my wife’s trowel hit stone.  We 
cleared a bit more to reveal a slab with an in-
scription!  More cleaning and we were thrilled 
to read “Frederick Clark”. 

On our next visit we set about clearing the 
weeds and an old tree trunk.  We cleaned all 
the stonework and the slab, refilled the grave 
with sand and laid an anti-weed blanket and 
then covered it with white marble chippings.  
We replaced the pillow slab back in position 
and added some flowers. 

Freddie is alone in the grave as the ashes of 
his parents and brothers were all scattered in 
Canford Cemetery.  Now that we have found 
Freddie we will never forget him and I will 
always tend his grave.  I am now a regular 
landscape volunteer in the cemetery so I am 
able to visit Freddie and have a little chat with   
him 

- Martin Portingale - Volunteer

Lost Not Forgotten

“The Soldier’s Friend.”


