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Spring for me is a time for a 
fresh start and new beginnings.  
I suddenly seem to wake up 
and notice everything around 
me. So where better to be than 
Arnos Vale Cemetery in spring 
as the carpets of bright yellow 
primroses begin to appear along 
with the scent of wild garlic. 

New beginnings take many 
forms and I’m proud that 
with the help of the 104th 
Regiment Royal Artillery, we 
have completed a project to lay 
46 ledgers at Soldiers Corner.  
We don’t know when and why 
these ledgers were originally 
removed, but it certainly is a 
sight to see them back in place.

Spring is also a time for us to 
welcome local businesses to 
come and try out our unique 
facilities.  Organisations looking 
to make a ‘green’ contribution 
during Bristol 2015, Year of 
Green Capital, need look 
no further as we have really 
worthwhile and fun group 
volunteering opportunities 
which make such a positive 
difference to our Environment.

Juliette Randall - Chief Executive

The soldiers’ return to   
Arnos Vale Cemetery

SPRING EDITION

As part of Arnos Vales’ project 
marking the centenary of the First 
World War, soldiers from the 266 
Battery, 104th Regiment Royal 
Artillery returned 45 gravestones 
that were stored in the cemetery 
crypt, back close to their original 
position in ‘Soldiers’ Corner’, where 
239 war heroes are buried.  

Arnos Vale is the resting place 
for 356 servicemen of WW1, with 
memorials to a number of others 
on site.  These were injured soldiers 
most of whom had been brought to 
Bristol hospitals for treatment and 
had subsequently died. This work 
has been part of a special project to 
mark the centenary of WW1, called 
“Stories from the Great War”. This 
project has been funded by the 
award of a grant of £46,965 from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

The crypt where the soldiers’ stones 
had been stored will be transformed 
into a public exhibition telling the 
story of wartime Arnos Vale.  The 
exhibition will open on April 25th.

Site Developments
This winter we teamed up with 
local residents from Copse Road 
to clear an overgrown boundary 
hedge.  With a great response 
from everyone involved, the team 
of volunteers grafted away and 
completely transformed the area.

We’ve also been busy with our 
landscape volunteers removing 
the ivy off  a number of gravestones 
around our Ceremonial Way. 

Finally work has been undertaken 
to remove a Western Red Cedar 
tree on Ceremonial Way which has 
been in poor condition for several 
years and is finally having to be 
taken down. We’ll be planting 
something new in its place soon.
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“The exhibition opens in the 
crypt on, April 25th.”



    Arnos Vale Geocache

A place to 
remember
Recently we mourned the 
passing of one of our much 
loved cemetery supporters, 
Edna May Burlton.

Edna was buried in her family 
grave here at Arnos Vale after 
a service in our Anglican 
Chapel on January 23rd.

Arnos Vale is a place to 
remember your loved ones 
offering a range of services 
including funerals, scatterings, 
burial and cremation plots.

We also host funeral 
receptions in our stunning 
Spielman Centre with catering 
options available

To learn more about how we 
can help remember your loved 
ones contact vanessa at:

vanessa.spencer@arnosvale.
org.uk

Working with an enthusiastic 
local cacher ‘Leonards193’, 
the first geocache has been 
placed in Arnos Vale Cemetery

Geocaching is a real-world, 
outdoor treasure hunting 
game using GPS-enabled 
devices. Participants 
navigate to a specific set of 
GPS coordinates and then 
attempt to find the geocache 
(container) hidden at that 
location.

See if you can find Church 
Micro #7220 Arnos Vale and 
leave a message for us

NEWS FROM OUR LANDSCAPE TEAM

Taking your dog for a 
walk at Arnos Vale?

Our Gift Shop...
We’re developing our gift 
shop at Arnos Vale and we 
want to showcase the very 
best of local crafts and 
produce in our Gift Shop.

So if you have a great 
product to sell or know 
someone that has, then we 
want to hear from you! 

Simply drop us an e-mail:  
info@arnosvale.org.uk

A place to remember

As a nation of dog lovers we 
certainly don’t wish to buck the 
trend at Arnos Vale, particularly as 
the Cemetery is such a great place 
for a leisurely walk.

Dogs and dog walkers continue to 
be welcome at Arnos Vale as long 
as dogs are kept on a lead, walked 
on the main paths and all dog waste 
is cleared up.  These are the main 
messages in our dog policy which we 
are asking visitors to observe.    

Our policy is in place for good reason 
as we have a responsibility to ensure 
the safety and well being of all our 
visitors, volunteers and staff.  

Arnos Vale is still a working cemetery 
providing funeral services, burials, 
scatterings and a place to remember 
loved ones.  It is also a visitor and 
learning centre now attracting 
up to 1,400 school children plus 
around 20,000 visitors a year. Many 
of the memorials away from public 
pathways are unstable and we 
strongly advise all visitors to stay on 
the paths to avoid personal injury.

The numbers of people visiting 
and their reasons, along with the 
condition of the landscape provide 
a compelling case for dogs to be 
kept under control.  Please support 
us in implementing this policy so 
that Arnos Vale continues to be a 
wonderful haven for everyone 

If you would like to see a full copy 
of the Arnos Vale Cemetery Trust 
Dog Policy email:

info@arnosvale.org.uk or visit our 
website www.arnosvale.org.uk2

Get fit with us 
through 2015
At Arnos Vale we have an 
exciting range of fitness 
classes to get you active in 
2015.

From Yoga to Zumba, 
Lightsaber Combat to Jump 
Fit, there really is something 
for everyone at Arnos Vale. 

If you have a club or class 
that you want to bring 
to start up at Arnos Vale,                  
contact us today on 0117 971 
9117 or alternatively, simply 
drop us an e-mail: 

bookings@arnosvale.org.uk



3

Arnos Vale boasts a stunning range 
of venues and has become a popular 
choice for meetings and events.

The Anglican Chapel, the largest venue 
space at Arnos Vale, comfortably seats 
up to 100 people.

The Spielman Centre provides the 
perfect fusion of elegant Victorian 
architecture mixed with modern glass 
panelling and is packed with features 
including free Wi-Fi. Perfect for daytime 
and evening events.

Located in the heart of our 45 acres of 
woodland ecosystem, the Underwood 
Centre is our award winning venue for 
the meeting to get away from it all.

As well as venue space, we offer 
corporate volunteering for businesses 
that want to work with us alongside a 
range of sponsorship options.

To learn more about working 
with us, contact us today for a 
copy of our business magazine at:                    
bookings@arnosvale.org.uk

 Good for business
The Anglican Chapel at Arnos 
Vale.  One of our stunning 
venues on site.

SPRING EVENTS SAVED NOT SAFE

Help us secure 
the future

endowment fund to keep Arnos  
Vale safe. We have been handed a 
golden opportunity to achieve this 
with a pledge of £500,000 from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, if we can 
match that sum by June 2016.  

Donations have reached £170,000 
so far but time is running out.  
With just 15 months to go until the 
campaign closes in June 2016 we 
must raise a further £330,000 to 
unlock the full HLF funding. 

Don’t assume that others will give, 
please donate now!

Give online at vmgiving.
co.uk/endowmentchallenge

Text AVCT39 £5 or £10 to 
70070

Call in to reception 
at Arnos Vale 

Cemetery.  Open daily 
from 10.00am to 4.00pm

Donate in one 
of our on-site 
donation boxes.   

 

Increasingly Arnos Vale is becoming 
known as so much more than ‘just a 
cemetery’.  It has become a unique 
learning environment for history, 
architecture, wildlife and ecology 
as well as a haven for the local 
community. 

As a social enterprise, we have 
significantly increased our 

earned income, but 
our endowment fund 
is essential if we are 
to protect the unique 
landscape and ecology 
of Arnos Vale, providing 
rich habitats for our 
abundance of flora and 
fauna to thrive. 

We receive no public 
funding so rely entirely on 
donations and income from our 
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Events & Tours
With after-hours tours and wildlife 
safaris, forest fun and local craft 
workshops, this year’s seasonal 
programme of public events promises 
something for everyone. 

Nights at the Cemetery – Join us for 
one of our popular after-hours tours and 
uncover the darker side of the cemetery. 
Running monthly, with bumper dates 
planned in May and October.

Wildlife Walks & Workshops – Discover 
Arnos Vale’s flora and fauna on a unique 
cemetery safari. Led by local experts in 
birdsong, foraging, insects & bats - in the 
best season for enjoying each.

Family Forest Fun – Give your kids a 
taste of the wild with our woodland 
based family fun for children of all ages. 
Activities include bushcraft, campfires, 
foraging and animal identification.

Arts and Crafts Workshops – Explore 
your creative side with our expertly 
tutored workshops. Using local artists, 
stonemasons, florists and craftspeople, 
this is one to watch.  Prices vary. Read 
more at www. arnosvale.org.uk 

“We recieve no 
public funding” 

—Juliette Randall 2
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 We started the year with 
a £1000 donation to the 
Endowment Challenge 
and have purchased some 
secateurs and hedge shears 
for the Landscape Team. 

 Our aim is to be able to 
continue to support the Trust 
in this way so I would like 
to thank everyone who has 
renewed their membership to 
the Friends already this year.  
Not everyone has but it’s 
never too late!

  If you would like to continue 
to support us, membership 
forms are available at 
Reception in the Cemetery 
or from the www.arnosvale.
org.uk  - Just click on our logo 
on the right hand side of the 
front page and scroll down 
to “download a membership 

 All Friends are invited to our 
first forum of the year held on 
Sunday 29th March at 2pm.  This 
is an opportunity to hear about 
planned developments at Arnos 
Vale.

 On a bright, Sunday afternoon last 
December, a group gathered at the 
memorial wall for the dedication 
of a plaque in memory of Arthur 
Usher.

 

 Chair of the Friends   - Sue Puddy
form”.  You will also find some 
action shots of our landscape 
volunteers hard at work. New 
members are always very 
welcome.

 We had a very successful 
2014 raising £2240.00 for the 
Endowment Fund from raffles, 
sales of Christmas Cards, the 
Knitting Group Woodland 
Animals and refreshments at 
several events last winter.

 My thanks go to all our Friends 
who continue to support us, we 
really couldn’t continue without 
you.

 If you have any fundraising 
ideas or feel that you can help 
in any way please get in touch, 
i’d love to hear from you. 
Simply email me at:   
friends@arnosvale.org.uk

FRIENDS OF 
ARNOS VALE

A steady stream of people attended the 
volunteer recruitment and information 
event which was held in the Spielman 
Centre on Saturday, January 31st. 

Staff, as well as representatives from the 
Friends and volunteers were on hand to 
explain about the different volunteer roles. 
It was pleasing to note that those who 
attended the event appeared to show a 
genuine interest in the the cemetery and 
invariably took the time to gain a good 
insight into the volunteer options.

The continued success and development 
of Arnos Vale meant that we were able to 
promote  two new volunteering activities in 
addition to the more traditional ones.

The first involves helping to look after the 
Underwood Centre by carrying out routine 
maintenance tasks 
for this important 
outdoor resource.  
The second is 
on behalf of the 
Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission; 
volunteers are needed 
to help maintain the 
two hundred and 
twenty-nine graves of 
those who served in 
the First and Second 
World Wars and are 
buried here.

As always, anyone who would like to know 
more about volunteering can either contact 

me at volunteer@arnosvale.org.uk or pick 
up and complete a volunteer registration 
form which is available at reception.

- Marion Blackburn

My Story
Last July I lost my Mum. It was 
unexpected and following a short 
illness. I have never experienced 
heartbreak or pain like it.

She was a very special and inspirational 
woman, raising six children while 
struggling to make ends meet in 
Bristol. I knew Mum had a family plot 
at Arnos Vale as she told me her father, 
stepmother, brother and herself would 
be there for their final resting place. The 
last time I visited Arnos Vale was 23 years 
ago and I remember it being a gloomy 
and overgrown place. I remember lots 
of media coverage years ago about 
attempts to save the Cemetery, but I still 
didn’t take on board any relevance or 
importance at that time. 

After Mum’s passing I 
had to start making the 
arrangements for the 
funeral. On a July day I 
drove to Arnos Vale with 
my daughter. When I 
first caught a glimpse 
through the gates I 
couldn’t believe this was 
the same cemetery I had 
visited decades ago. It 
felt as if Lewis Carroll 
had  re-written the place 
and I was Alice.  I felt 

immediately at ease and a blanket of 
warmth and comfort as I told 

my daughter that, ‘I feel at peace’. My 
daughter and I decided to have a cuppa in 
the café where we indulged in a delicious 
homemade cake while I kept repeating to 
Charlotte, ‘This can’t be the same place’. 
We hiked up to the grave side, it was like 
walking through a country estate. There 
were still broken gravestones but it gave 
me incredible comfort to know that so 
many people from Bristol’s history were 
resting here. When we arrived at the plot 
it was overgrown, but this did not seem 
to matter anymore I just wanted to know 
that Mum could rest in the family grave. 

For the first time since Mum had died I 
felt happy, knowing that she was going 
to rest at this beautiful place. Everyone 
was so supportive and helpful during this 
sad time and did everything conceivable 
for it to go as smoothly as possible and I 
cannot thank them enough. 

I decided to join Arnos Vale as a volunteer 
which opened up another world for me. I 
have learned so much about  its history, 
present and future and the wide variety 
of people who visit. On top of that, it has 
been a huge relief to spend time with 
Mum in a place which is more than I could 
ever wish for her.
- Jan Wilkins    
In memory of Gwendoline Pring

Volunteers needed


