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Musical Director Anya Szreter   
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Adela Straughan 

Carols are sung by all three choirs except where specified 

1. Once in Royal David’s City    
First verse solo by head chorister of St Mary 
Redcliffe Choir 
Once in Royal David’s city 
Stood a lowly caEle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her liEle child. 

He came down to earth from heaven, 
Who is God and Lord of all, 
And his shelter was a stable,  
And his cradle was a stall; 
With the poor, and mean, and lowly, 
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

And through all his wondrous childhood 
He would honour and obey, 
Love and watch the lowly maiden, 
In whose gentle arms he lay; 
ChrisOan children all must be 
Mild, obedient, good as he. 

Not in that poor lowly stable, 
With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see Him; but in heaven, 
Set at God’s right hand on high; 
Where like stars his children crowned 
All in white shall wait around. 

2. Deck the Hall   arr Gladys Pitcher 
Deck the Hall with boughs of holly,  
Fa la la la la, la la la la! 
Tis the season to be jolly,  
Fa la la la la, la la la la! 
Don we now our gay apparel,  
Fa la la la la, la la la la! 
Troll the ancient YuleOde carol,  

Fa la la la la, la la la la. 
See the blazing Yule before us, 
 Fa la la la la, la la la la! 
Strike the harp and join the chorus,  
Fa la la la la, la la la la! 
Follow me in merry measure,  
Fa la la la la, la la la la! 
While I tell of YuleOde pleasures,  
Fa la la la la, la la la la. 

Fast away the old year passes,  
Fa la la la la, la la la la! 
Hail the new ye lads and lasses,  
Fa la la la la, la la la la! 
Sing we joyous altogether,  
Fa la la la la, la la la la! 
Heedless of the wind and and weather,  
Fa la la la la, la la la la! 

3. Coventry Carol   arr Ben Parry  
Nightingale Valley Community Choir 
and Arnos Vocale, Soloist: Rachel Baker 

Lully lullay, thou little tiny child,
Bye bye lully, lullay; thou little tiny child
Bye, bye, lully, lullay.

O sisters, too, how may we do, 
For to preserve this day; 
This poor youngling for whom we sing, 
Bye, bye, lully, lullay.

Herod the King, in his raging, 
Chargèd he hath this day;
His men of might, in his own sight,
All children young, to slay.

Lully lullay, thou little tiny child,
Bye bye lully, lullay; thou little tiny child
Bye, bye, lully, lullay.

4. It Came Upon The Midnight Clear
It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold;
“Peace on the earth, good will to men
From heaven’s all-gracious King”
The world in solemn stillness lay
To hear the angels sing.
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Still through the cloven skies they come
With peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly music floats
O’er all the weary world;
Above its sad and lonely plains
They bend on hovering wing,
And ever o’er its Babel sounds
The blessed angels sing.

And ye, beneath life’s crushing load,
Whose forms are bending low,
Who toil along the climbing way
With painful steps and slow,
Look now! For glad and golden hours
Come swiftly on the wing;
Oh, rest beside the weary road
And hear the angels sing!

For lo! The days are hastening on
By prophet bards foretold,
When, with the ever circling years
Shall come the age of gold;
When Peace shall over all the earth,
Its ancient splendours fling,
And the whole world give back the song,
Which now the angels sing.

5.Carol of the Bells   arr Deke Sharon
Nightingale Valley Community Choir and Steamship 
Singers 

6. The First Nowell 
The first Nowell the Angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay.
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Chorus
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell,
Born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the East, beyond them far,
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued, both day and night. 
Chorus

And by the light of that same star
Three Wise Men came from country far
To seek for a King was their intent,
And to follow the Star wherever it went. 
Chorus

7. The Angel Gabriel   Bob Chilcott 
Nightingale Valley Community Choir

8. Maria Walks Amid The Thorn   
Andrew Carter   Arnos Vocale,  
Harp: Iridium Szreter

9. O Little Town of Bethlehem 
O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light:
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth!
And praises sing to God the King,
And peace to men on earth.
For Christ is born of Mary
And gathered all above,
While mortals sleep the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love.

How silently, how silently,
The wondrous gift is given;
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of his Heaven.
No ear may hear his coming,
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him still,
The dear Christ enters in.

O holy child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray!
Cast out our sin and enter in,
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels,
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel!

10. Ding Dong Merrily On High  
arr Michael Neaum  Nightingale Valley Community 
Choir and Arnos Vocale

11. God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 
God rest you merry gentlemen
Let nothing you dismay
Remember Christ our saviour
Was born on Christmas Day
To save our souls from Satan’s power
When we had gone astray
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy
O tidings of comfort and joy
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In Bethlehem, in Jewry,
This blessed babe was born
And laid within a manger
Upon this blessed morn
The which his mother Mary
Did nothing take in scorn
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy
O tidings of comfort and joy

From God our heavenly Father
A blessed angel came
And unto certain shepherds
Brought tidings of the same
How that in Bethlehem was born
The Son of God by name
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy
O tidings of comfort and joy.

12. Christmas In Killarney  
Redmond, Cavanaugh & Weldon 
Steamship Singers: soloist Anya Szreter

13. I Saw Three Ships 
I saw three ships come steaming in,
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day,
I saw three ships come steaming in,
On Christmas Day in the morning.

Oh they steamed into Bethlehem,
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day,
Oh they steamed into Bethlehem,
On Christmas Day in the morning.

And all the Angels in heaven shall sing
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day
And all the Angels in heaven shall sing
On Christmas Day in the morning.

And all the souls on earth shall sing
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day
And all the souls on earth shall sing
On Christmas Day in the morning.

Then let us all rejoice, amain
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day
Then let us all rejoice, amain
On Christmas Day in the morning.

14. Silent Night  arr. Philip Lawson 
Arnos Vocale

15. O Come All Ye Faithful 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.
Come and behold him, born the King of angels.

Refrain
O come, let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.

Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, in the highest.  
Refrain

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy 
morning,
Jesu, to thee be glory given:
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing.
Refrain

All accompaniments played by Anya Szreter

Contact Anya Szreter: 07720 390275 if 
you are interested in singing with any of 

the choirs
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With enormous thanks to the generous assistance 
of the following:

Chris Murray:  Technical Director

Kieran McGovern:  Video production -
 https://esolepacks.com/

Lucy Leith:  Programme
Becky Murray:  mixer for Maria Walks Amid The 

Thorn
Freya Szreter:  2019 videos and teaching me how 

to use Audacity

https://esolepacks.com/

